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Public  Health  Department, 
Central  Clinic, 

Pon typridd , 

July,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I bog  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1951,  concerning  the  activities  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  vital  and  other 
statistics  which  should  justify  the  work  and  expenditure 
involved . 


It  has,  indeed,  been  another  good  year 
from  the  general  health  standpoint;  apart  from  an 
unfortunate  epidemic  of  influenza,  imported  from  the 
Continent  in  January,  and  which  is  described  in  detail 
in  the  body  of  this  report. 

In  the  realm  of  the  infectious  fevers, 
maternal  and  infantile  mortality,  figures  are  achieved 
today  which  would  have  been  considered  impossible  not 
long  ago.  Diphtheria  is  conquered,  venereal  disease  a 
rarity,  food-poisoning  - absent,  and  there  were  no  fatal 
infectious  fevers.  In  Pontypridd,  for  the  first  complete 
year,  no  mother  died  as  a result  of  childbirth,  and 
infantile  mortality  has  only  once  been  bettered.  Very 
little  imagination  is  needed  to  convert  these  cold 
statistics  into  reality  and  to  appreciate  the  confidence 
and  happiness  of  family  life  now  freed  from  the  intrusion 
of  much  crippling  illness  and  premature  death. 

Yet,  a groat  deal  remains  to  be  accomplished. 
Tdore  are  far  too  many  new  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Ihis 
represents  a problem  in  which  housing,  nutrition  and  other 
social  factors  are  involved;  preventive  and  curative 
medical  treatment  is  not  enough.  Cancer  and  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulation  account  for  the  largest  proportion 
of  deaths  today.  It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  much  of 
this  will  yield  to  research  in  the  course  of  time.  Old  age 
may  soon  become  our  main  concern. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  energetically 
maintaining  the  quality  and  standards  of  our  food  supplies, 
and  promoting  cleanliness  in  food  production  and  handling;  - 
not  one  of  the  features  of  Pontypridd. 

Maintenance  and  improvement  of  existing 
houses  are  beset  with  difficulties  and  have  not  recovered 
from  the  war-time  setback.  However,  there  is  some 
acceleration  in  this  work. 

New  housing  is  the  greatest  need,  as  all  our 
Councillors  and  officials  arc  only  too  well  aware,  A sound 
and  adequate  homo  for  every  family  is  the  ideal  and  until 
this  minimum  is  achieved  the  public  health  cannot  attain 
tho  level  of  which  it  is  capable. 

I gratefully  acknowledge  the  continued  help 
and  co-opo ration  of  all  members  of  tho  staff,  contributing, 
as  it  has  done,  to  another  agreeable  and  fruitful  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  G.  M.  SEVERN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAKE 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

A. G.M. SEVERN,  M.A. (Camb. ),M.D. ,M.R.C. S. ,L.R.C.P. ,D.P.H. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

a.b.  H.  LI.  BIRKETT 
Sanitary  Inspectors: 
a.b.  W.  N.  DAVIES 

a.b.  J.  R.  PARRY  (resigned  30th  Sept.1951) 
a.b,  H.  WILLIS  (resigned  27th  May,  1951) 
a.b.  J.  R.  JONES  (appointed  28th  Nov. 1951) 

Clerical  Staff: 

M.  REES 

A.  L.  THATCHER 
JOYCE  W.  FRANCIS 

Nurse:  (for  cleansing  centre  and  general  duties) 

c.  LILIAN  P . A.  DAVIES 
(Clinic  ceased  31st  March,  1951) 

Caretaker,  Public  Abattoir: 

R.  J.  STROUD 

Van  Driver  & Disinfector: 

A.  H.  SEYMOUR 

a.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Examinations  Joint  Board. 

b.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

c.  State  Registered  Nurse. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
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SUMMARY  0?  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (mid-year,  1951)  as  estimated  by 

Registrar  General  ... 
Population  (Census  1931)  ... 
Area  (acres  ) ...  • * . 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1940)  ... 
Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

( Census  1931 ) • . • 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1951)  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rato  (1st  April,  1951)  ... 


38,460 

42,717 

8,140 

9,511 

10,178 

£172,401 

£625 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL.  STATISTICS 
Live  Births  1951 


Legitimate  - Males 

330  Females  302 

Total 

632  ) 

661 

Illegitimate  - Males 

15  Females  14 

Tb  tal 

29) 

Birth  Rate  • . • 

o o • 

• * t 

17.2 

Deaths  1951 

Males  358 

Females  217 

To  tal 

575 

Death  Rate  , . . 

1 9 • 

I » • 

14.9 

Doaths  of 

Infants  (under  one  year) 

1951 

Legitimate  - Males 

13  Females  11 

Total 

24) 

26 

Illegitimate  - Males 

1 Females  1 

Total 

2) 

Infant  Death 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births,  1951 

Legitimate  - 37.9 

Illegitimate  - 68.9 

Total 

39.3 

Neo -Natal  Death  Rato 

4 0 0 

l • • 

21.2 

Still  Births  1951 

Legitimate  - Males 

9 Females  9 

Total 

18 

Illegitimate  - Males 

- Females 

Total 

- 

Maternal  Mortality  1951 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes;-  NIL 


Total  Death  Rato  per  1,000 

Deaths  population 

Cancer  (all  ages)  70  1,81 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 0.03 

Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 
(under  2 years  of  age ) 


1 


0.  03 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  WHOLE.  DISTRICT  DURING  1951  AMD  P PE VI OUS  YEARS 
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CO-OPERATION  OP  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 


Iho  well-established  co-operation  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruolty  to  Children  has  boon  maintained  during 
1951,  Exchanges  of  information  and  advice  with  tho  Society's 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Roes,  have  been  of  mutual  assistance,  and 
onco  again,  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  his 
good  work. 

During  tho  year,  the  Inspector  dealt  with  88  cases. 
There  were  51  cases  of  neglect,  3 of  moral  danger,  4 of 
ill-treatment,  8 of  children  beyond  control  and  22  of  parents 
seeking  advice  concerning  their  children  and  their  homes ; 

196  children  were  affected  in  these  cases  and  the  Inspector's 
supervision  calls  amounted  to  286,  In  the  great  majority  of 
cases  an  improvement  was  observed  after  ono  or  two  visits  but 
in  others,  many  calls  were  necessary  before  tho  Inspector  was 
satisfied  that  an.  improvement  was  being  maintained. 

The  Juvenile  Court  dealt  with  nine  cases  whore 
children  wore  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  protection  or 
in  moral  danger  or  not  properly  cared  for  and  16  children 
wore  committed  to  tho  care  of  the  local  authority.  Six 
children  who  had  been  deserted  by  their  mother  were  taken 
to  a Home  - the  mother  is  still  missing.  In  four  cases  the 
Society  assisted  families  who,  for  various  reasons,  found 
themselves  homeless  and  the  children  were  cared  for  while  the 
parents  fouid  accommodation.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note 
that  in  throe  cases  the  Inspector  was  able  to  reconcile  parents 
and  prevent  a complete  breaking  up  of  tho  homes. 

LABORATORY  WORK  AND  FACILITIES 

The  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory 
examines  and  reports  upon  all  pa,,  tho  logical  specimens  submitted 
from  the  Pontypridd  area.  The  number  of  suspected  specimens 
sent  by  tho  Health  Department  and  by  local  doctors  during  the 
past  year  was  52.  Those  included  throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputa, 
blood,  pus,  faeces,  cercbro-spinal  fluid,  etc. 

i 

Outfits  for  the  collection  of  specimens  for 
transmission  through  the  post  are  kept  at  the  office  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  use  of  medical  practitioners 
of  the  town. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS,  AND  LOCAL 
RE QU LA TI ON S , REL ATI NG  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN  FORCE  IN  THE 

DISTRICT 

A list  of  the  above  was  given  in  the  last 
pre-war  Annual  Report.  There  is  nothing  to  add  for  the 
year  under  review. 


■ 


L ' 


... 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board 
provides  an  ample  and  constant  service  of  pure  water  to  all 
houses  and  premises  with  the  exception  of  a few  scattered 
cottages  and  farmhouses  on  the  borders  of  the  Urban  Area, 

All  the  water  is  treated  by  modern  approved 
methods  of  chlorination  and  filtration,  and  it  is  possible 
to  maintain,  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  a reasonable 
supply  oven  during  periods  of  drought. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of 
the  water  are  carried  out  at  all  stages  of  its  collection, 
treatment  and  distribution.  These  examinations  are  undertaken 
by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  they 
are,  in  the  main  submitted  by  the  above  named  Board,  uSpot" 
samples  are  taken  intermittently  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  number  of  samples  so  dealt  with  during  the 
year  1951  was : - 

(a)  Bacteriological; 


Raw  water  ...  . . . 22 

Treated  water  going  into  supply  ...  44 

(b ) Chemical; 

Raw  water  ...  ...  11 

Treated  water  going  into  supply  ...  13 


Reports  on  all  the  above  samples  of  treated  water 
were  satisfactory.  With  a few  exceptions,  the  raw  water 
was  also  of  adequate  purity. 

The  soft  moorland  water,  some  3,200,000  gallons  a 
day,  is  treated  at  the  ’Works  with  lime  or  chalk,  raising  the 
pH  figure  from  4.5  to  7.6,  and  then  filtered  and  finally 
chlorinated  and  there  is  no  action  on  lead.  The  Analyst 
states  that  this  process  ^Indicates  satisfactory  treatment.” 
Additional  supplies  are  obtained  from  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board, 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  the  mains 
in  Pontypridd  is  9,291, 

There  are  no  stand-pipes  in  use  within  the 
Pontypridd  area. 

Miscellaneous  samples  were  taken  from  mountain 
springs  and  steams  and  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in 
varying  degree. 


eJ 


The  following  statistics  of  the  local  rainfall 
for  the  year  1951  have  been  kindly  provided  by  the  Joint 
Water  Boards  - 

Rainfall  registered  at  Lanwood  Reservoir,  Pontypridd, 


Mon  th 


Inches 


January  8.70 
February  7 . 04 
March  6.70 
April  5,59 
May  2.87 
June  1.76 
July  2,05 
August  9,27 
September  6.81 
October  1.97 
November  11.89 
December  7.22 


TOTAL  71.87 

'Tie  average  rainfall  recorded  at  the  above  station 
for  the  past  35  years  is  60.84  inches. 


DRA BIAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

A complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage, 
seventeen  miles  in  length,  controlled  by  the  Pontypridd  and 
Rhondda  Joint  Sewerage  Board,  extends  from  the  Rhondda  Urban 
area  to  the  sea.  All  authorised  inhabited  houses  in  the 
Pontypridd  urban  locality  are  connected  with  this  main  sewer, 
with  the  exception  of  approximately  100  dwellings  which  lie 
outside  the  statutory  distance. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  a small  number  of  vans 
and  temporary  dwellings  in  the  area  are  of  necessity  employing 
the  conservancy  system  of  sewage  disposal. 

The  work  of  connecting  up  the  houses  to  the  now 
Penygraigwen  sewer  progressed  during  the  year.  Only  two 
houses  in  this  vicinty  are  now  without  satisfactory  drainage. 

Four  of  the  six  Gelliwion  bungalows  were  connected 
to  tiie  main  drainage  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


There  are  approximately  '80  houses  in  the  district 
without  separate  closet  accommodation,  one  water  closet  serving 
the  needs  of  two  houses.  This  figure  is  gradually  decreasing 
as  sanitary  improvements  are  carried  out;  some  20  houses 
were  dealt  with  in  1951. 


9 


. 


' 


i a . ■ ' 


1 

■ 


- 


- 


' 


‘ 

. • • 


SANE  TART  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  inspections  and  revisits  in  the  course 
of  routine  work  and  11  on  complaint”  during  the  year  ended 


31st  December,  1951. 

Public  Health  Acts;- 

House  Inspection  - First  Visits  ...  1,038 

- Revisits  ...  2,817 

Housing  Acts:- 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  6 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  70 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  18 

Public  Abattoir  ...  ...  828 

Markets  and  Shops  ...  ...  1,126 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  68 

Domestic  Pig  Keepers  ...  ...  51 

Factories  ...  ...  130 

Canteens  and  Cafes  ...  ...  100 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  48 

Workshops  ...  ...  11 

Common  Lodging  House  ...  ...  7 

Ice-Cream  Promises  ...  ...  70 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  88 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  ...  ...  21 

Dairies  ...  ...  75 

Refuse  Accommodation  ...  ...  2 

Refuse  Dumps  ...  ...  2 

Rag  and  Bono  Dealers  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  (including  interviews)  ...  1,741 


Food  Sampled;- 

Milk,  graded  and  ungraded 
Food  and  Drugs  , . 

Ice-cream  .. 

Water  . , 


191 

90 

41 

23 


Notices  Served; - 

Informal  ...  ...  240 
Formal  ...  ...  164 
Letters  sent  re  Notices  ...  396 
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SUMMARY  0?  NUI  SAN CE  S ABATED 
~ DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 


Def  octivG  drains  ................... * . . . • 175 

Defective  W,G*  flushing  cisterns  ..............  77 

Defective  W.C.  pans  72 

Defective  roofs  ° . 75 

Defective  shutes  and  downpipes  ................  74 

Defective  wooden  floors  38 

Defective  doors  and  frames  41 

Defective  windows  48 

Defective  plastering  60 

Defective  chimneys  44 

TOTAL  704 


PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956 

In  the  course  of  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951, 
thirteen  prosecutions  were  instituted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
ten  of  which  concerned  occupants  of  the  unauthorised  camping 
site  at  Dynea.  These  latter  cases  wore  adjourned  Hsine  die?l , 
after  two  he  ar ing  s , 

Tae  other  three  concerned  alleged  non-abatement  of 
nuisances j two  cases  were  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  after 
the  wo  rk  had  been  completed  and  the  third  case  was  dismissed. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
to  factories  during  the  year  was  130  and,  in  12  cases,  notices 
were  served  to  abate  nuisances.  All  of  these  nuisances  were 
remedied  during  ‘the  year. 

Generally,  all  the  factories  wore  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take 
legal  action  for  the  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act. 


CREMATORIUM 

The  Pontypridd  Crematorium  is  still  the  only  one 
operating  in  Wales. 

The  following  particulars  have  kindly  been  supplied 


by  the  Superintendent. 

Cremations  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1950  1,617 

Cremations  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1951  2,215 

Increase  ...........  598 


Tic  installation  of  the  new  Askam  gas  furnace  which 
was  commenced  the  previous  year,  was  completed  during  1951,  and 
put  into  use. 

Tie re  was  again  a marked  increase  in  cremations  during 

the  year . 

Tie  first  quarter  of  1951,  January  - March,  provided 
a record  number  which  will  probably  never  be  exceeded.  This 
was  duo  to  the  widespread  influenza  epidemic  which  caused  the 
deaths  from  this  and  respiratory  complications  of  so  many  elderly 
persons . 

In  spite  of  the  greatest  pressure  on  staff  and 
equipment  no  case  was  refused,  neither  was  there  any  undue  delay. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  by  the  end  of  1951, 
cremations  carried  out  in  Pontypridd  totalled  11,739. 
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CAMPING  SITES 


No  licences  have  boon  issued  in  respect  of  caraping 
sites  by  the  Local  Authority;  nor  are  there  any  sites  within 
the  area  which  are  approved  for  this  purpose. 


UNAUTH ORI  SEP  C AMPI NG  SE TB S 


Tie  Glamorgan  County  Council  Byelaw  for  the  control 
of  gipsy  encampments  was  invoked  by  tenants  of  the  Rhydyfolin 
housing  site  on  three  occasions  during  1951,  and  in  each  case, 
the  Court  found  in  favour  of  the  tenants,  lifter  each  hearing, 
the  offenders  loft  the  camping  site  but  intermittent  attempts 
were  made  by  single  vans  to  re-occupy  the  site.  These  attempts, 
however,  were  quit©  unsuccessful  when  the  would-be  squatters 
realised  that  the  tenants  wer-o  really  in  earnest  when  they 
requested  the  gypsies  to  move  under  the  provisions  of  the 
bye  lav/. 


SCAVENGING 

Tie  collections  of  refuse  and  waste  material  for 
1951  amounted  to  15,496  tons;  50  tons  per  working  day. 

Tie  refuse  is  conveyed  to  a tip  at  Nantgarw  where 
flue  dust  from  the  Upper  Boat  Power  Station  is  also  tipped. 

As  the  output  from  the  Power  Station  is  approximately  500-600 
tons  per  day,  the  refuse  is  provided  with  very  adequate  cover, 
so  that  there  Is  no  nuisance  from  the  method  of  disposal  now 
in  operation. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Two  men  are  engaged  full  time  to  deal  with  the 
day-to-day  complaints  and  routine  duties  of  rodent  infestation. 

The  following  tables  give  a summary  of  the 
treatment  carried  out  during  1951s- 

Number  of  Premises  treated 


Rats 

Mice 

31 

Bus ine  ss  pr  omis  es 

23 

663 

Others 

561 

694 

Total  infestations 

584 

7863 

Estimated  kill 

7557 

The  sewers  in  the  area  were  treated  on  two  occasions 
at  six  monthly  intervals  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department  staff. 

In  the  February  treatment  bread  mash  and  arsenic  were  used  as 
the  bait  and  poison  respectively  and  the  alternative  treatment 
of  sausage  rusk  and  ginc  phosphide  was  used  for  September. 

This  work  was  very  successful  and  reduced  to  a considerable 
degree  the  surface  infestation. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

Tiere  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the 
Pontypridd  area.  Tne  premises  are  re-visited  periodically 
by  the  sanitary  staff  and  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner . 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES  - ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


The  methods  employed  in  this  locality  for  dealing 
with  verminous  premises  have  been  outlined" in  previous  reports. 
The  number  of  premises  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review 
was  as  follows;- 


(i)  Council  houses  ........  7 

( ii ) Other  dwelling  houses  . 23 
(ill)  Other  promises  ........  1 

This  form  of  nuisance  was  not  pronounced  or 
troublesome  in  1951, 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  established  in 
the  district;  - 


Rag  storage  and  sorting  . . ...  3 

Fcllmonger  1 

The  above  premises  and  trades  are  conducted 
satisfactorily  so  as  to  lead  to  the  minimum  of  nuisance. 

REN  T AND  MOR  TGAGE  RESTRIC  TION  AC  TS , 1 92  0 - 1958 

No  applications  were  received  under  the  above  Acts 
during  the  year  1951. 

CLEANSING  CENTRE 

This, i Centre , which  was  mainly  devoted  to  the  cure 
of  scabies,  continued  to  be  administered  as  a function  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  until  April,  1951.  For  some  time 
prior  to  that  date,  it  was  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that 
scabies  was  being  eliminated  in  this  area  and  the  Council 
decided  that  the  need  for  retaining  the  Centre  had  ceased. 

'The  service  was  therefor e discontinued  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Glamorgan.  County  Council  informed  accordingly.  No  other 
suitable  worP:  being  available.  Nurse  Lilian  Davies  became 
redundant,  and  her  duties  were  terminated  in  effect  on  31st 
March,  1951, 


SWIivMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

Pontypridd  possesses  a municipal  open-air  swimming 
bath  and  a paddling  pool  situated  in  the  Ynysangharad  Park, 

The  adult  bath  has  a capacity  of  460,000  gallons  and  the 
juvenile  pool  180,000  gallons. 

A large  capacity  filtration  and  purification  plant 
treats  the  water  of  both  baths  by  chemical  precipitation, 
filtration,  aeration  and  finally  chlorination. 

Twenty  samples  of  bath  water  were  taken  on  three 
occasions  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  All 
results  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  school  holidays  very  full  use  was  made, 
in  particular,  of  the  paddling  pool.  Turf,  stones  and  waste 
paper  were  indiscriminately  scattered  in  the  water  by  badly 
behaved  children  and  a very  untidy  and  unprepossessing  effect 
was  produced. 


However,  there  was  little  or  no  danger  to  health 
for  even  under  the  worst  conditions  the  numerous  bacteriological 
tests  showed  no  exceptional  contamination,  and  indeed  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is  evident  that  the  chlorination 
of  this  water  is  thoroughly  effective  and  is  fully  justified. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  1951;- 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Ac  ts  ) i • • 000  O0O  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  • 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ... 


2.  Remedy  of  defecbs  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices ;- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ... 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  years- 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(b ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  noticcs;- 

( i ) By  Owners  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ...  ... 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Actss- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  wore  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  ...  ...  ... 

(b ) Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  which  defects 

wore  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices; - 
(i)  By  Owners  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ...  ... 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ... 

(4)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ... 


1038 

3855 

Nil 

834 

2 00 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

634 

582 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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HOUSING 


In  the  post  war  period,  536  new  houses  have  been 
completed  and  occupied  and  99  houses  of  traditional  construction 
are  in  the  course  of  erection  by  direct  labour,  or  sanctioned. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  upon  which  approximately  100  dwellings  con  be  built.  It 
Is  probable  that  construction  of  these  will  commence  during  1952 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  progress  in  the  development 
of  housing  schemes  has  been  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
^clearance**  of  new  sites.  Substantial  areas  of  building  land 
in  the  Urban  Area,  have  been  sterilised  due  to  the  risk  of 
abnormal  subsidence  following  the  adoption  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  of  the  horizon  method  of  mining  for  new  developments 
taking  place  in  the  coal  field  In  Pontypridd  and  surrounding 
areas . 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  appropriate 
Authorities  for  11  clearance11  of  a site  which  will  probably 
accommodate  at  least  700  houses  and  negotiations  are  being 
pressed  forward  actively  in  an  effort  to  remove  all  objections 
from  interested  parties. 

During  1951,  101  traditional  type  houses  were 
erected  by  the  Council  and  occupied. 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection 


at  the  end  of  the  year  ...........  66 

Number  of  houses  sanctioned  but  not 

commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year  , 33 


In  addition,  private  enterprise  accounted  for  the 


following  new  dwelling -hous es  : - 

Number  of  houses  completed  ...................  11 

Number  of  houses  commenced  5 


HOUSING  ACT,  1956 

The  Council  took  no  direct  action  in  connection 
with  overcrowding  or  slum  clearance  during  the  year. 

Overcrowding  -was,  however,  cased  to  a certain  extent  by  the 
allocation  of  Council  houses  in  special  circumstances. 

During  the  year,  three  such  houses  were  utilised 
for  re-housing  the  tenants  of  properties  subject  to  Demolition 
Orders,  and  arrangements  were  being  made  for  further  allocations 
during  1952. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Particulars  of  the  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the 
Pontypridd  Local  Authority  at  the  end  of  1951  are  sot  out  below: 


Consolidated  Housing  Scheme  1139 

Ynys  Terrace  28 

Gwornygerwn  17 


Taken  over  by  the  Council:  - 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 

1899-1923  and  Housing  Acts, 

1923-1925  . 35 

1219 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Pair los  Regulations,  1949 ^ 

Milk  (Special  Designations  i ^'Raw  Milk)  N 

Milk^ffeec ial  Re rmlationFITPab t our is cd  and.  St  or .^scdjlilk ) 

Regulations,  1949 

Iho  following  registrations/licences  were  issued  by  the 
Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council  under  the  above  regulations  during 
the  year  1951:- 


Dis  tr  ibutors 

Dairies 

Dealers 

(Other  than. 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Accredited. 

Farms  ) 

19 

14 

16 

12 

4 

— 

Pasteurising 

Plant 


4 


Supplementary  Dealers 


'SFeViTIsecT 


"Sccr  edited" 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Grade  ci jjilh 

Ohe  following  is  a summary  of  examinations  carried  out 
during  the  past  year 5 all  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Cardiff 
and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


T.  T.  Milk  ....... 

T.  T,  Pasteurised 
Pasteurised  ..... 

Sterilised  


No.  of 
Samples 

3 

6 

15 

1 


Satisfactory  Unsatisf acto ry 

2 1 
6 
15 
1 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Ungraded  Mdlk 

During  the  year,  seven  samples  of  ungraded  milk  woi c 
submitted  to  the  Cardiff  Laboratory;  two  samples  were  reported  to 
be  unsatisfactory. 

During  tho  same  period,  as  many  as  20  samples  wore 
biologically  tested  at  the  Laboratory  for  tubercle  bacilli.  All 
were  negative. 

ICE-CREAM 

20  samples  wore  taken  during  the  year  and  these  were 
bac ter ioiogically  graded  as  follows 

Grade  3 Grade  4 


Grade  1 


Grade  2 


14  2 a 

Where  unsatisfactory  samples  were  found,  advice  was 
given  as  to  better  production/storage  methods. 
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PREMISES  WHERE  K>OD  IS  PREPARED  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Pried  fish  shops  28 

Butchers  making  sausages, 

f aggo ts  etc.  ......................  24- 

Shops  retailing  ice-cream  ............  93 


All  the  above  are  regularly  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors, 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

All  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors  possess  the 
additional  qualification  for  the  examination  of  meat  and  other 
foods  and  this  work  is  regarded  as  an  important  part  of  their 
dutio  s , 


The  Council’s  Public  Abattoir  is  still  operating 
under  the  Government's  scheme  for  the  centralisation  of  all 
slaughtering , 

The  following  are  particulars  for  1951  of  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  examined  at  the  Abattoir i- 

Sheep  and  Lambs  Pi g s Total 

14,856  912  20,315 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Abattoir 
and  markets  and  shops  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 
purposes  of  inspection  of  moat  and  other  foods  is  as  follows: - 


Visits  and  revisits  made  to  the  Public 
Abattoir  by  Meat  Inspectors  828 

Visits  made  to  other  premises  under 
Public  Health.  (Meat  Regulations),  1924 
and  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  1, 126 


1,954 


Cattle  Calves 

3,099  1,448 


Summary  of  unsound  meat  and  other  foods  surrendered 
and  destroyed  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951:- 


Tons 

Cwts . 

Qrs. 

Lbs » 

Public 

Abattoir  ( Tubercular  Meat ) ...... 

8 

19 

3 

19 

Public 

Abattoir  (Diseased  Meat)  

15 

3 

1 

9 

Public 

Markets  and  Shops  (Other  Poods)  . 

4 

11 

2 

13 

Total  

28 

14 

3 

13 

17 


. 
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Big  following  table  shows  the  percentage  figures 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951,  of  those  carcases 
affected  with 


(1)  Tuberculosis 

(2)  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Number  inspected 

3,  099 

1,448 

912 

14,856 

(1)  Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

1 

8 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

327 

3 

44 

4 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

10,8/0 

0,26/o 

5.7% 

0.02% 

(2)  All  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

12 

6 

2 

21 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1,372 

2 

10 

652 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculo  sis 

44 . 3/o 

0,55/o 

1,31% 

4.54% 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1955 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  holding  valid  licences 
issued  by  the  Pontypridd  Council  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  3 of  the  above  Act  at  31st  December,  1951  was  17. 

Section  1 of  the  Act  is  applicable  within  the  area 
to  sheep,  ewes,  wethers , rams  and  lambs. 

JEWISH  .METHOD  OF  SLAUGHTER 

A casting  pen  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  in 
accordance  with  the  Jewish  faith  has  lately  been  installed  in 
the  Abattoir  under  regulations  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood 
(Livestock  Division).  The  Jewish  method  involves  severing  the 
throat  of  the  beast  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  tho  Mosaic  law 
and  prior  to  the  installation  of  the  casting  pen,  tho  beast 
was  positioned  for  slaughter  by  the  securing  of  tho  feet  and 
turning  over  on  to  their  backs  by  moans  of  a hoisting  apparatus. 
The  new  method  is  a considerable  improvement  on  the  original 
technique  and  the  pen  itself  is  of  a pattern  which  has  received 
the  approval  of  tho  Ministry. 


18 


I 


' 


I 


' 


. 

■ 

- 


■ 


. 

' 


. 


FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT,  1958 


The  Pontypridd.  Council  administers  the  above  Act  in  this 
area  and  the  Authority's  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  appointed  Sampling 
Officers.  Mr,  D,  Evans  Jones,  M„ Sc . , F.R.I.C.,  of  the  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  the  public  analyst  appointed  to 
act  for  this  district. 


In  the  course  of  the  past  year,  the  following  samples 
(formal  and  informal)  were  submitted  to  and  reported  upon  by  the 
analyst; - 

Genuine  Mon -Genuine 


Milk 

• « • 

ooo 

137 

Pudding  Mixture 

too 

ooo 

3 

Sponge  Mixture 

• O • 

ooo 

4 

Cake  and  Bun  Mixture 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Self  Raising  Flour 

• 0 0 

ooo 

— 

Horseradish  Cream 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

As  p ir  in  Tab  le  t s 

• O 0 

ooo 

2 

Olive  Oil 

• • • 

J 0 o 

2 

Ice-Cream 

• • 0 

ooo 

17 

Dessert  Powder 

• • • 

ooo 

1 

Baking  Powder 

• • 0 

OOO 

1 

Pius  tard  . » , 

• o 0 

ooo 

1 

French  Mustard 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 

Pepper  Flavoured  Compound 

ooo 

2 

White  Pepper 

• 00 

ooo 

2 

Mixed  Spice 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 

ooo 

2 

Chocolate  Spread 

0 • O 

ooo 

1 

Sandwich  Spread 

• 0 • 

ooo 

1 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

0 0 • 

ooo 

1 

Table  Jelly 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Health  Salts 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

Koray  Tablets 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Custard  Powder 

0 0 0 

ooo 

2 

Vinegar 

0 0 0 

OOO 

3 

Gelatine 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

0 0 0 

ooo 

2 

Yeast  Tablets 

• 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Anadin  Tablets 

0 0 0 

0 C 0 

1 

Castor  Oil  . . , 

0 0 0 

too 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

o 0 0 

ooo 

2 

Choose  Spread 

o o o 

• o o 

1 

Dossicatod  Coconut 

o 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Semolina 

too 

0 0 0 

1 

Soya  Flour  , , . 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Chr is  tmas  Pudd ing 

0 O 0 

ooo 

1 

Blancmange  Powder 

0 o o 

ooo 

1 

Cornflour 

0 0 • 

ooo 

1 

Stuffing 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

0 o o 

ooo 

2 

Table  Salt  . . . 

O 0 o 

ooo 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

• 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Mixed  Herbs 

0 0 o 

• 9 0 

1 

Cinnamon  , . . 

o o 0 

9 0 0 

1 

Currie  Powder 

« 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Dried  Peas  . , . 

0 0 0 

OOO 

1 

Beef  Sausages 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Meat  Paste  . . „ 

O 0 0 

ooo 

2 

Fish  Paste  . . . 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

Coffee 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Glucose 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Mincemeat  . . . 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

Lemon  Cheese 

0 0 0 

ooo 

1 

Jam 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

Essence  of  Vanilla 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

Table  Jolly  Crystals 

• • • 

ooo 

1 

Stomach  Powder 

ooo 

9 0 0 

1 

As  pro  Tablets 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

Disprin  Tablets 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

233 


2 

4 

2 

4 

1 


4 


17 


19 
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The  percentage  of  the  milk  samples  found,  to  bo  not 
genuine , including  both  formal  and  informal  samples,  for  the  year 
1951  was  1,44. 


Ihc  average  composition  of  the  genuine  milk  samples 
for  1951  was  3,49  % milk  fat  and  8.65%  solids  -no  t-f  at,  compared 
with  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  milk  regulations  of  3%  milk  fat 
and  8.5/6  solids -no  t-f  at. 

Following  are  particulars  of  the  sub-standard  foods i- 

Milk  29P  Informal  76%  deficient  in  fat 

Cake  & Pudding  Mixtures  , . « 44P-49P  Informal  Infested  with  meal  mites 


Self-Raising  Flour  52P  Informal  Infosted  with  meal  mites 

Milk  P88  Formal  6%  deficient  In  fat 

Sponge  Mixture  ............  105P  Informal  Infosted  with  meal  mites 

Ice-Cream 117 P Informal  20%  deficient  in  sugar 

Ice-Cream  128P  Informal  25%  deficient  in  fat 

Ice-Cream  149P  Informal  33%  deficient  in  fat 

Ice-Cream 150P  Informal  18%  deficient  in  fat 

Sponge  Mixture  ............  175P  Informal  Infested  with  weavils 

Cake  Mixture 180P  Informal  Infested  with  meal  mites 

Padding  Mixture 221P  Informal  Infested  with  meal  mites 


In  o.ll  the  a.bovc  cases,  the  producers  or  vendors  were 
interviewed  and  the  following  action  was  taken. - 


29P  - Subsequent  formal  samples  were  satisfactory. 

44P-49P  - Complete  consignments  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

52P  - Consignment  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed, 

P88  - This  sample  of  Channel  Island  milk  was  satisfactory  under 

the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  but  the  deficiency  wa.s  reported 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  action  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Ministry. 

105P  - Consignment  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

117 P - Further  formal  samples  were  satisfactory. 

128P,  149P,  150P  - Further  forma.1  samples  wore  satisfactory. 

175P  - Voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

180P  - Voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

221P  - Voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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GLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 


The  year  1951  saw  tlx  actual  formation  of  the 
Pontypridd  Clean  Food  Association,  with  elected  officers  and 
constitution.  Its  objects  are i - 

1.  ‘Hie  promotion  of  improvement  In  the  hygienic  manufacture, 
storage,  exposure  for  sale,  handling,  protection  from 
contamination  and  distribution  of  foodstuffs  (both  food 
and  drink)  in  the  Urban  District  of  Pontypridd, 

2.  The  application  of  codes  of  practice  drawn  up  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Association. 

3.  To  encourage  the  co-operation  of  the  general  public  in 
maintaining  a suitable  standard  of  food  hygiene. 

An  emblem  competition  was  hold  and  tho  winning 
entry,  with  slight  modifications,  has  been  adopted  as  tho 
Association’s  official  emblem  for  display  in  the  establishments 
of  members  of  the  Association. 

The  greater  part  of  the  year  was  taken  up  with  the 
preparation  of  codes  of  practico  for  the  separate  food  trades 
by  the  Health  Department  and  to  this  end,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
visited  many  food  trade  organisations  at  their  sessional  ?.ioc  tings 
to  advise  and  explain  the  importance  of  the  campaign  and 
especially  to  discuss  the  traders’  own  suggestions  for  codes  of 
practice.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  codes  had  boon  drafted 
and  already  accepted  by  most  of  tho  trade  organisations. 

The  Association  arranged  two  food  hygiene  displays 
in  connection  with  Tom  functions  and  sponsored  a very  successful, 
well -attended  lecture  on  Food  Poisoning  by  Dr.  Sco tt- Thomson,  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

MODEL  FOOD  BYELAWS 

No  Polico  Court  action  was  taken  under  the  above 
byelaws  during  1951, 

Observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  byelaws  is 
always  being  urged  on  food  retailers  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  the  codes  of  practico  of  the  Clean  Food  Association,  referred 
to  in  the  previous  section,  also  embody  the  spirit  of  the  byelaws, 

NON -NO  IT  FI  ABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diseases  which  may  be  grouped  under  this  heading, 
gave  little  troublo  or  concern  throughout  1951,  except  for  the 
acute  outbreak  of  influenza  which  is  described  separately  overleaf. 

Mumps,  chicken-pox,  Gorman  measles,  streptococcal 
infections  and  their  complications  at  no  time  exceeded  tho  average. 

Gas tro -enteritis  in  young  children  led  again  to 
only  one  death  in  those  under  two  years.  This  improvement, 
noted  last  year,  is  thus  maintained  and  is  surely  due  to  the 
better  utilisation  of  facilities  for  infant  consultation, 
diagnosis  and  institutional  treatment  which  have  lately  been 
inaugurated  or  extended. 
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INFLUENZA 


The  serious  epidemic  of  influenza  which  prevailed 
on  the  Continent  during  the  autumn  of  1950,  not  unexpectedly, 
spread  to  England  and  reached  Wales  at  the  latter  end  of 
December.  It  accounted  for  wide-spread  disability  and 
absenteeism  for  many  weeks  amongst  the  employees  of  factories, 
mines  end  workshops  of  this  district.  It  is  considered ^ that 
information  concerning  this  epidemic  is  worth  recording  m some 
detail , 


Although  'man, y parts  of  Great  Britain  early  became 
involved,  as. far  as  Pontypridd  is  concerned,  nothing  unusual 
was  observed  before  Chris tmas  1950  and  the  early  effects  of  this 
epidemic  became  noticeable  during  the  first  week  of  January. 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  next  two  weeks  and . the  peak 
was  reached  in  the  week  ended  28th  January.  After  this  a decline 
set  in  which  continued  without  any  further  exacerbation. 
medical  practitioner  reported  that  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd 
January  he  had  75  new  calls,  Oh  is  sort  of  thing  appears  to  have 

been  the  general  experience. 

All  age -groups  were  more  or  less  affected,  but  it 
was  most  common  in  adults  between  20  and  50  years  of  age.  Tl10 
type  of  illness  was  often  severe  but  serious  complications  wore 
rare  in  those  persons  below  60  years  of  age.  Post -Influenzal 
bronchitis,  lo.ryngo -tracheitis  and  pneumonia  were  frequent  in  t o 
older  people.  The  length  of  illness  was  generally  from  10  to  14 
days  with  corresponding  absence  from  work  in  employed  persons. 

There  was  no  particular  sex  incidence. 

Deaths  were  practically  limited  to  the  older  age-groups, 
and  none  was  recorded  amongst  young  adults,  children  and  infants. 

Local  deaths  during  the  four -weekly  period  in  which 
influenza  or  influenzal  pneumonia  was  recorded  on  the  death 
certificate,  wore  as  follows 

Week -ending  14th  January 

u 21st  January 

w 28th  January 

u 4th  February 

Total 

In  a.  number  of  the  above,  of  course,  influenza  was 
only  contributory. 

The  above  deaths  took  place  in  the  following 

age -groups: - 


35-55 

55-65 

65-70 

70-75 

75  upwards 


3 

5 

3 

5 

8 


In  addition  to  the  above,  deaths  were  recorded  from 
the  following  respiratory  diseases  in  the  weeks  as  stated: - 

Bronchitis  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 


Week-ending  7th  January  ........  4 5 

u 14  th  January 2 2 

u 21st  January  4 2 

r<  28th  January  ........  1 1 

u 4th  February  _J3  __1 


14  11 

Grand  Total  - 49 
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The  age  groups  were  as  follows: 


35-55 
55  “65 
65-70 
70-75 

75  upwards 


Bronchitis  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
2 1 


3 

1 

8 


£ 

1 

7 


As  a comparison  with  the  previous  year,  during  the 
month  of  January.  1950,  there  were  the  following  deaths  from 
influenza  and  respiratory  diseases  in  this  arca:- 


Inf luonza  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  3 

The  above  were  all  over  60  years  except  one  infant. 

The  effects  of  the  local  epidemic  on  school 
attendances  were  felt  mainly  between  January  8th  - 28th,  when 
absence  of  pupils  was  from  30  - 40%  and  staff  5 - 10%,  Tho  public 
transport  services  were  very  seriously  disturbed  in  the  week 
ending  January  28th,  and  a breakdown  was  norrowly  averted.  More 
than  20%  of  the  staff  wore  home  sick  - mainly  conductors. 

ihe  Upper  Boat  power  station  suffered  a peak  absence 
of  20 % personnel  in  the  same  week.  Enquiries  amongst  eight 
factories  on  the  Tref orest  Trading  Estate  showed  an  approximately 
similar  figure  for  illness  of  staff.  Ihe  local  Police  force  and 
collieries  were  affected  to  a lesser  degree  than  the  services  noted 
above. 

Information  from  local  doctors  shows  that  practically 
all  their  cases  had  the  usual  signs  and  symptoms  of  '’flu'*,  e.g., 
headache,  backache,  general  weakness,  muscular  and  nervous  pains. 

Complications,  which  were  rare  in  those  below  60  years, 
wore  trachoo -bronchitis , pneumonia  and  occasionally  gas tro -intestinal 
symptoms  - sometimes  a mixture  of  them  all.  During  tho  latter 
part  of  the  epidemic  gastric  symptoms  wore  rather  more  often  met 
with,  but  the  prevalent  complications  were  definitely  respiratory. 
Some  patients  developed  sinusitis  about  a week  after  their  recovery 
from  tho  acute  stages  of  uflu”. 

Attendances  at  our  M,  & C.  W,  Clinics  wore  at  a low 
level  during  the  whole  of  tho  period,  duo  to  illness  of  parents 
or  children  or  both.  ''Heavy  colds”,  bronchitis  and  catarrh  appear 
to  have  been  tho  common  complaints. 

In  reviewing  all  the  information  which  I havo  been 
given,  tho  following  points  seem  to  emerge: 

It  took  about  a week  for  this  infection  to  spread 
to  an  adjoining  area. 

Ihero  was  more  influenza  and  allied  illness  amongst 
indoor  workers,  e.g.  factory  employees,  than  outdoor  workers, 
e.g.  police. 


Occupations  involving  contact  with  crowds  encouraged 
u flu”  e.g.  more  bus  conductors  than  drivers  wore  affected. 

In  this  outbreak  the  great  majority  of  young  persons 
escaped  infection,  or  took  it  very  mildly. 
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In  the  aged  sick,,  influenza  offered  that  last  straw 
which  their  vitality  could  not  resist. 

Very  acute  colds  wore  unusually  prevalent  just  prior 
to , and  at  the  time  of  this  outbreak. 

The  above  material  is  supplied  from  tho  records  of 
the  Health  Department  and  data  provided  through  the  courtesy  and 
co-operation  of  local  medical  practitioners,  public  services  and 
factories  in  this  district. 

CANCER 


Oho  recorded  deaths  from  Career  (all  forms)  in 
Pontypridd  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1S51  wore  as  follows i 


Mai  e s 

Femal  e s 

Total 

47 

23 

70 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING 

1951 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

notified 

to  hospital 

Deaths 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Scar lot  Fever 

60 

54 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

O T 

Pneumonia 

70 

1 

C J. 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

" 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

■“ 

Measles 

78 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

104 

11 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

Anthrax 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Paratypho id-B 

2 

2 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Not  if  icd 

Cases 

Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

at 

in 

Un- 

Impaired 

Blind 

Home 

Hospital 

impaired 

-ness 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS,  1939 

Ihroe  casos  of  Puerperal  Pyroxia  wore  reported  during 
the  year | two  from  hospitals  and  one  from  the  patient’s  home. 

Each  responded  to  treatment  end  no  deaths  resulted. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Tho  ambulance  service  is  the  responsibility  of  tho 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  and  the  depot  serving  tho  Pontypridd  area 
is  situated  at  tho  Troforest  Trading  Estate.  The  telephone  number 
is  Taffs  Well  211.  Ambulances  and  cars  for  all  types  of  casos 
arc  mainte.inod  at  this  depot. 

REPLACEMENT  OF  DESTROYED  BEDDING 

Authority  is  given  to  the  Loca.l  Authority,  by  Section 
167,  SS.4,  of  tho  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  replace  bedding  soiled 
and  suspected  of  containing  infection  after  Infectious  Disease. 


No  such  replacements  took  place  in  1951. 
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CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS  NOPEFIED  DURING  1951 
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GASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
IN  EACH  WARD  DURING  THE  NEAR  1951 


Disease 

Graig 

Rhon- 

dda 

Town 

Cil- 
f ynydd 

Iha- 

llwn 

Tro- 
f orost 

Rhydy- 
f el  in 

Totals 

)iphtheria 

r 

. 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

14 

3 

15 

5 

3 

18 

60 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Pnoumonia 

17 

17 

9 

1 

3 

9 

14 

70 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

\nthrax 
)ph  thalrni  a 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3aratypho id-B 
fcmingococcal 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

icasles 

5 

14 

3 

11 

16 

6 

23 

78 

fho oping  Cough 
Puberculosis . - 

12 

22 

4 

8 

10 

14 

34 

104 

Respiratory 

8 

5 

9 

4 

1 

8 

15 

50 

Non-Rcspiratory 

1 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

3 

12 

TOTALS 

46 

76 
...  . 

32 

42 

37 

42 

112 

387 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

This  v\ro.s  another  comparatively  quiet  year  as  regards 
the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria  has  relatively  disappeared  since  the 
adoption  and  general  acceptance  of  immunisation  in  our  young 
population. 

Scarlet  fever  was  once  more  below  the  average,  and 
only  sixty  cases  wore  notified,  most  of  which  wore  treated  in 
hospital  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  facilities  for  isolation  in 
the  homes. 


One  case  of  infantile  paralysis  (paralytic)  occurred, 
in  which  a good  recovery  of  function  took  place. 

Cerebro -spinal  fever  (meningococcal  infection)  was 
of  particularly  low  incidence,  with  one  case  only,  which  did  well. 

Puerperal  pyrexia  remained  the  same  as  last  year  - 
throe  cases  - a satisfactory  position,  and  a credit  to  all 
concerned  in  the  caro  of  motherhood. 

Measles  was  greatly  reduced  in  number,  while 
whooping-cough  maintained  its  previous  rather  high  level. 

Two  cases  of  Paratyphoid-B  were  reported,  the  origin 
of  which  was  un traced  in  spite  of  investigation. 

iho  chemical  factory  on  the  Trading  Estate  where 
Indian  bones  are  used  in  the  preparation  of  gelatine,  again  yielded 
a^  further  case  of  Anthrax.  This  is  a very  disturbing  aspect  of 
tnis  tra.de,  only  mitigated  by  the  success  of  modern  treatment  in 
securing  the  recovery  of  the  great  majority  of  those  who  become 
infected. 
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It  is  hoped  that  a better  system  of ^scrutiny  and 
a fuller  appreciation  by  the  workers  of  the  risks  involved  will 
ensure  early  recognition  and  thus  reduce  the  chance  of  a latality. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  another  year  in  which  no 
death  took  place  in  this  area  from  any  of  the  infectious  fevers. 

HOSPITAL  PROVISION  FOR  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Where  hospital  admission  is  deemed  desirable,  cases 
of  infectious  disease  arc  accepted  at  the  Cardiff  City  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Canton,  Cardiff,  or  Tyntyla  Hospital  situated  m the 
Rhondda  area.  In  practice  the  more  serious  types  of  infectious 
disease,  such  as  poliomyelitis  and  ccrebro -spinal  meningitis  arc 
usually  treated  at  Cardiff.  Special  facilities  also  exist  at 
the  Hospital  at  Canton  for  the  most  rocont  treatment .of  tubercular 
meningitis  and  miliary  tuberculosis,  both  of  which  diseases 
require  skilled  and  prolonged  nursing  and  medical  care. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Tonteg,  formerly 
administered  by  the  Pontypridd  Council,  remained  closed  throughout 
the  year  for  the  reception  of  patlonts. 

Bio  cubicle  block  Is  undergoing  considerable 
reconstruction  for  the  eventual  treatment  01  tuberculosis  cases. 
When  the  other  wards  arc  also  reconditioned  and  ^brought  into  use, 
this  hospital,  with  its  exceptionally  healthy  situation,  will  c 
capable  of  good  work  in  this  important  field  of  usefulness. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEAL  OH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS ) 

— REGULATIONS,  1925 

The  Local  Authority  took  no  action  under  these 
Regulations  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT*  1925  - SECTION  62  and 
“FUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956  - SECTION  lL7 2 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  head  by  tho  Health 
Department  in  1951. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING  1951 


igo  Periods 


New 


Respiratory 

M.  F. 


Case  s 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F,  Totals 


Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 


Jndor  1 year  1 - 

. to  5 years  2 2 - 2 

> to  15  years  - 21 

j to  25  years  88  11 

j to  35  years  11  6 - 2 

j to  45  years  21  21 

j to  65  years  7 1 - 

j and  upwards  1 - 


TOTALS  ....  31  19  5 7 


1 
6 
3 

18 

19  2 

6 1 

8 7 

JL _1 

62  11  2 1-14 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  TUBE RCUL 0 SI S RE G-ITLA IT ONS 


Ho.  of  Deaths 


14 


HOTIFICATE  OHS 

No . No  t if  i cd  Pore  on  tap;  o 

to  M.O.H 

14  100 
TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATES 


The  local  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  1951  and  the  previous  five  years  was  as 
follows s - 


1951 

1.950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Respiratory 

0,33 

0.51 

0.43 

0,66 

0.77 

0.78 

Non-Res pir a tory 

0.03 

0.05 

0.05 

0.08 

0.16 

0.02 

All  forms  of 
Tubcrculos is 

0,36 

0.56 

0.48 

0.74 

0,93 

0.80 

INOCULATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

Inoculation  of  contacts  of  tuberculosis  with 
B.C.G.  vaccine  has  been  very  favourably  accepted  and  practised 
on  the  Continent  and  Scandinavia  in  recent  years. 

In  this  country  opinion  has  been  rather  more 
conservative  and  the  numbers  so  treated  have  not  yet  attained 
a high  level.  There  are  certain  difficulties  and  theoretical 
risks  associated  with  this  typo  of  preventive  inoculation,  but 
experience  has  tended  to  minimise  the  dangers. 

Dr,  J.  Glyn  Cox,  Chest  Physician  for  the  area 
which  Includes  Pontypridd,  is  following  up  this  work  with  much 
interest,  and  he  has  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  results 
attained  to  date. 


Dr,  Cox  kindly  informs  me  that  during  1951  he 
inoculated  53  contacts  living  in  the  Pontypridd  district.  In  all 
cases  this  has  resulted  in  successful  conversion  of  the  Mantoux 
roa.ction.  There  is  little  doubt  that  this  technique  holds  much 
promiso  for  the  future. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 
DEATHS  UNDER  ORE  YEAR  OF  AGE  IN  THE  SEVERAL  WARDS 

No,  of  Dea.ths 


Graig  • oo,  5 
Rhondda  ...  ...  ...  3 
Town  ,o.  •••  ...  3 
Cilf ynydd  ...  ...  ... 

Thallwn  ...  ...  ...  3 
Trcforcst  ...  ...  ...  4 
Rhydyf cl in  ...  ...  ... 

TOTAL  FOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  ...  26 


INFANT  WELFARE 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  in  Pontypridd  shows  an 
encouraging  improvement  in  1951.  This  figure  has  only  once  been 
improved  upon  - in  1948. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres,  administered  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council,  continue  to  be  popular  and  well  attended.  In  the 
course  of  the  year  a new  Centre  was  established  in  Trcforcst,  which 
meets  each  Monday  afternoon.  In  consequence,  the  additional  session 
in  Rhydyf elin  was  discontinued.  This  represents  an  improvement  in 
the  balance  of  clinics  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district,  and  has 
proved  of  assistance  to  mothers  in  the  Treforest  Ward,  By- 

arrangement  with  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  your  M.O.H.  continues  to 
act  as  medical  officer  for  a number  of  these  Centres  in  this  town. 

- 28  - 


■ 


✓ 

■ 

>HTASma  I 


* ' - 

••  • • 


* • # 


1 ■ 


' . 

I nJt  - noojj  , ,..vo  14 


'/  O'  y JO  oi.  .%  a.  : "■ 

* u/ri  tfnooc  Jfb  r. nymaJtXo  ^SH 


LO 

CD 

H 

0 c 

< 

$ 


cis 

H 

« 

1=3 

n 


u 

H 

g 

d=: 

o 

s 


H 


I 

Cl 

CQ 

I 


■ 


' 

- 


■ 

- J 


■ ■ 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH , 1951 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Femal e 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ....... 

11 

2 

13 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  

1 

2 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

- 

1 

Whooping  cough  

- 

1 

1 

Other  infective  diseases  

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasms - 

Stomach  

15 

8 

23 

Lung  s 

12 

2 

14 

Broas  t ................................ 

- 

1 

1 

- 

4 

4 

Other  sites  . 

20 

8 

28 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  . 

5 

3 

8 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....... 

47 

28 

75 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ................. 

41 

13 

54 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

8 

4 

12 

Other  heart  disease  

52 

45 

97 

Other  circulatory  disease  

12 

11 

23 

19 

15 

34 

Pneumonia  

12 

9 

21 

Sx*  03Tl0h.IL  t IL  S OftdV6OO«OO0OOOO«O4O  ooooo*©ooo*0 

30 

20 

50 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ..... 

15 

4 

19 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

- 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

5 

2 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

6 

- 

6 

Congenital  malformations  

3 

2 

5 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

26 

29 

55 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

- 

1 

Other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

S*L3.  -L  G IL  cl  0 #00*0000  9OO0OOGO9aoo*O0*OOO*«OOO'O 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

358 

217 

575 
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BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSES  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AID  CASE -RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
~ DISEASES  IN  TIP  YEAR  1951 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  LONDON,  126  GREAT  TOWNS  AND  148  SMALLER 

TOWNS  AND  PONTYPRIDD 


(Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  & quarterly  returns) 


148  Small cr 

126  C.B. »s 

Toms  (res- 

Ponty- 

England 

& Great 

ident  popn. 

Londor 

pridd 

& Wales 

Towns  incl. 

25,000  to 

Admin , 

London 

50,000  at 
1931  Census ) 

County 

R 

ates  per 

1,000  of  Population 

Births 

Live 

17.2 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

17.8 

Still 

0.47 

0.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.37 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

14.9 

12.5 

13,4 

12.5 

13.1 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0,00 

0,  00 

0.00 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0,02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphthoria 

o.oo 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0.31 

0.37 

0,31 

0.38 

Influenza 

0.88 

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0,23 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

---- 

Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.54 

0.61 

0.65 

0.63 

0.61 

Notifications ( Corrected ) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.05 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.  01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet'  Fever 

1.55 

1.11 

1.20 

1,20 

1,10 

Whooping  Cough 

2.70 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3,11 

Diphtheria 

0.05 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.05 

0,14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.15 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

2.03 

14.07 

13.93 

14,82 

14.64 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1.82 

0.99 

1.04 

0,96 

0.72 

(incl. Polioencephalitis ) 

Paralytic 

0.02 

0.03 

0.  03 

0.03 

0.02 

Non-Paralytic 

0.00 

0.  02 

0.02 

0.03 

0,02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.00 

0.13 

0.15 

0.08 

0.23 

Deaths 

Rates 

i 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age 
Enteritis  end  diarrhoea 

39.3 

29.6  a 

33.9 

27.6 

26.4 

under  2 years  of  age 

1.5 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

0.7 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Ibtal  (Live 

and  Still ) Bj 

_r  ths 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia 

. 

4.42 

10.66 

13.77 

8.08 

14.90 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
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INDEX 


Page  No 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS  BYELAWS  ...  7 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  ...  24 

BIRTHS  ...  5 

CAMPING  SITES  ...  12 

CANCER  ...  24 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ...  30 

CLEANSING  CENTRE  ...  13 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN  ...  21 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  ...  9 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  ...  12 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  ...  15 

CREMATORIUM  ...  11 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  ...  9 

FACTORIES  ...  11 

FOOD  8c  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  ...  19  & 20 

GYPSIES  (UNAUTHORISED  CAMPING  SITES)  12 


HOSPITAL  PROVISION  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES)  27 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  ...  14  & 15 

ICE-CREAM  ...  16 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  ...  28  8c  29 

INFANT  WELFARE  ...  28 

INFLUE  IE  A ...  22,  23 

and  24 


LABORATORY  WORK  AND  FACILITIES  ...  7 

MEAT  INSPECTION  ...  17  8c  18 

MILK  ...  16 

MODEL  FOOD  BYELAWS  ...  21 


NON- NO  IT  FI  ABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  21 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NUISANCES  ABATED 

N.S.P.C.C. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 
OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

POPTJLA  TI  ON 

PREMISES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED 

PROSECUTIONS 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

RAINFALL 

RENT  8c,  MORTGAGE  RESTRICTION  ACTS 
REPLACEMENT  OF  DESTROYED  BEDDING 
RODENT  CONTROL 

SANITARY  INSPECTION 
SCAVENGING  8c  REFUSE  COLLECTION 
SLAUGH TER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 
SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933  - 
STAFF 

STA TI STIC S , C OMPARATT VE 
STATISTICS,  GENERAL  AND  VITAL 
SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOL 

TUBERCULOSIS 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  - ERADICATION 
WATER  SUPPLY 
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